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No. 5991. FRIDAY, March 5, 1841. Price 1d. 
“ The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

Tue author of the new Comedy, entitled London Assurance, (which 
was so successfully produced last night,) is Mr. Lee Moreton, who 
formed one of Miss Kelly’s dramatic corps a few months back when she 
opened her Theatre in Dean Street. The cast was strong, as will be 
seen on reference to the annexed page, and it had besides the advantage 
of the usual elegant appurtenances inseparable from Madame Vestris’s 
management. The first act introduces us to Sir Harcourt Courtly, a 
faded beau of 60, at whose town house, Mr. Harkaway, a rich country 
gentleman, has just arrived to escort him to his seat to pay his devoirs to 
Grace Harkaway, his niece, with whom the Baronet is on the point of 
Old Harkaway, meeting with Mr. Dazzle, (who has just before 

















matriage. 


' brought young Courtly home in a bacchanalian state,) invites this speci- 


men of “ London Assurance” to his country seat, which he cheerfully ac- 
cepts, and persuading young Courtly to accompany him, they set off toge- 
ther, where Charles Courtly becomes enamoured of Grace, to wed whom 
his father is momentarily expected. Upon his arrival, father and son are 
unexpectedly confronted, but the altered dress and manner of the latter, 
who at the age of five and twenty, was looked upon by the father as a 
boy, and apparently kept close to his studies, renders him dubious of the 
relationship, a doubt favoured by Dazzle and Charles, as well as by the 
vanity of Sir Harcourt, who is unwilling it should be known that he is 
elderly enough to have so old a son. The uxorious old Baronet has not 
been long in the society of Oakleigh Lodge before he looks with a long- 
ing eye upon Lady Spanker, who, to forward the views of Grace and her 
lover, pretends to favor the views of Sir Harcourt, and apparently agrees 
to an elopement with him. This leads to a harmless challenge from the 
lady’s husband, and to the exposure of the folly of Sir Charles Harcourt, 
and the marriage of his son with the rich heiress, Grace Harkaway. 
This is but a very faint outline of the most successful Comedy in five 
acts which has been produced for many a long year. There are other 
characters wound up with the very ingenious plot, though not chief actors 
in it, such as Mark Meddle, a busy pettifogging lawyer, excellently per- 
sonified by Harley, Cool, a valet, acted to the life by Brindal, and Pert, 
a waitingmaid, whose character is explained by hername, represented by 
Mrs. Humby with consummate ability. For the rest, we must say that 
rarely has it been our good fortune to have it in our power to give such 
unqualified praise. Farren’s masterly conception of Str Harcourt Courtly 
was perfectly original in style and dress, and it is therefore the more to 
be regretted that he was so imperfect in his part. Anderson, as his son, 
barring a somewhat artificial and frigid deportment, was dignified and 
judicious. C. Mathew’s performance of Dazzle was inimitable. Bartley 
and Keeley were also fitted to a nicety, one as a jovial hearty fox hunting 
old English gentleman, the other as the retiring and modest husband of a 
Semale fox hunter, and it must be owned that Mrs. Nisbett’s personation 
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of this difficult character was second only to her Constance, in The Love 
Chase ; she was immensely applauded throughout. Madame Vestris, as 
the heroine, displayed her usual judgment and propriety, her acting being 
characterized by a quiet grace and elegance which was not the less charm- 
ing from the contrast afforded by the part of Lady Spanker. The ap- 
plause was literally enthusiastic from beginning to end, and it was given 
out for repetition by Mr. Mathews amid a perfect torrent of overwhelm- 
ing approbation, unmixed by a single adverse ebullition, after which the 
author’s appearance was loudly demanded, who eventually presented 
himself to receive the congratulations of the audience. We have not 
space to dwell upon the gorgeous splendour of the appointments, or upon 
the pleasant and sprightly dialogue with which the Comedy abounds, but 
its unqualified success will justify our recurring ‘to it in a future number. 
The Pantomime concluded.—The house was crowded. 








Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Eprror, I address you from Goopr’s European Cigar Divan ai t 
Chess Room, 39, Ludgate Hill, having just popt in to take a cup of Coffee, whiff 
a true Havannah, kill an hour ov er one or two of the Morning and Evening Va- 
pers—skim the Magazines—play a game of Chess, and one of ‘Billlards—delightfv! 
and elegant place Just wish to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoul- 
ders with my friends, and the fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand 
Lounges about town :— 

Monday, stroll to Mapame Tussavup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just “added to her unrivalled collection, 
full length figures of the Archbishop of York, the Lord Bishop of London, the 
Marquis of Londonderry, Lord Palmerston, Mehemet Ali, in costume, and Vaga- 
nini; also splendid figures of ler Majesty, the Queen, Prince Albert in his mili- 
tary costume, and the group of John Knox reproving Mary Queen of Scots. 

Tuesday, pay a visit to the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to Somer- 
set House, to see a most wonderiul Exhibition, The Industrious Fleas. They 
dance, ride, drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first rate 
style, exciting the admiration of all present. By the bye, this is Signor Be1 tolotto’s 
Exhibition, that has been exhibited for the last eight years. 

Wednesday, go to the Cosmorama Rooms, 209, “Regent Street, to view the new 
and beautiful views now exhibiting here ; they are of the most interesting descrip- 
tion, and deserve the patronage they receive. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence of 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o ‘clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Your musical readers are perhaps not aware that Mr. Cocks, of Princess Street, 
Hanover Square, the spirited Music publisher to ler Majesty, has been chosen by 
Messrs. Lanner, Strauss, Labitzky, Musard, Dufrene, Czerny, and Duarte Idos 
Santos, sole publisher of ail their new works, and that no other house in Great 
Britain can possibly print any of their new compesitions. A catalogue of the same 
may be had gratis. 

Thursday, called at Emmerv’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute ! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader,. to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the greatest e: ase—a most ingenious contrivance. 

sh 'f hy is one of Perrina’s Beavers like the Queen’s first head dress ?”—* Be- 
cause it is a Crown that sits lightly on the head of the wearer—one that w ill last 
throu igh tumult and tempest, and though it may reign for ever, can never be in- 
jured.”—Try Perring’ s Hats, not to be equalled tor cheapness, lightness, and 
durability, at 21s. e ich.—85, Strand. 

“ All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street,—where you mect excellent company—capital fare at fuir prices—de- 
lightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarier to nine,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enti cing bill of fare. 

Saturday, T examine Miss Liswoon’s curious } Needle Work, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.—-But I intrude—beg pardon— 


Vv. ‘ may 








eer ere 











; Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 





Th's Evening, (2nd Time) a New Comedy, in Five Acts, entitled 


LON DON 
ASSURANCE. 


The Scenery by the Messrs: GRIEVE. 
The Decorations and Appointments by Mr. W. BRADWELL. 


Sir Harcourt Courtly, Bart. Mr W. FARREN, 
Max Harkaway, Esq. ....-..... Mr BARTLEY, 
Mr Charles Courtly, Me ANDERSON, 

Mr Adolphus Spanker ....... tones MF KEELEY, 
Mr Dazzle......MrCHARLES MATHEWS, 
Mark Meddle, Mr HARLEY, 

Cool, Mr BRINDAL, Isaacs, Mr W. H. PAYNE, 
Martin, Mr AYLIFFE, Simpson, Mr HONNER, 
James, MrCOLLETT, 

Servants, Messrs. IXEKLAND and GARDINER, 
Grace Harkaway, Madame VESTRIS, 


Lady Gay Spanker............ Mrs NISBETT, 
Pert, shai HUMBY, 





Previous to the Ciena, the Band will perform the 
Overture to xi ‘¢ Zanetta,” ae Auber 
Leader, Mr. HUGHES. 
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After which, (Ath Time) a New Farce, in One Act, entitled The 

a) La. bo STA 
THE WATCH. 
cs cake old 


(Ca ptain of the Wetel : irc. MATHEWS 


Vi Is count CAL AgOY For theCity of Bruss«! 








Baron Vanderpotter ......+-.ee+- Mr BARTLEY, 
Adolf de Courtray, Mr J. VINING, 
Officer of the Watch ...... cade MF COLLETT, 
Louis. Mer IR K LAS iD, 
ee ee ee ee Mr GARDINER, 


Guards, Messrs BIRT and BUTLER, 
Kristina, Mrs W. LACY, es Mrs HUMBY 
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Theatre Royal, Hay-Market. 


This Evening, (73rd Time) a New par Original Comedy, in Five Acts, called 


y 


WRITTEN BY SIR E. LYTTON BULWER, BART, 
Lord Glossmore, Mr F. VINING, 
Sir John Vesey, Bart........- Mr STRICKLAND, 
Sir Frederick Blount, Mr J. WEBSTER, 
Mr Benjamin Stout, M.P. - Mr DAVID REES, 
Evelyn, Mr MACREADY, 
ee ee ee re WEBSTER, 
Captain Dudley Smooth, Mr WRENCH, 
Sharp, Mr WALDRON, Toke, Mr OXBERRY, 
Flat, MrWORRELL, Tabouret, Mr HOWE, 





ee 


Green, MrT.F. MATTHEWS, Fritz,-MrGALLOT i 
RE CONMNE s 6020 6:04 s00n004en0en Mrs GLOVER, 
Georgina Vesey, Miss P. HORTON, 
Clara Douglas .......... Miss HELEN FAUCIT. 








After which, (by Special Desire,) with Alterations by the Author, The 


LADIES’ CLUB 


Mrs Fitzsmyth. (the Chairwoman) Mrs GLOVER, 
Hon. Mrs Derby, Miss CHARLES, 
Mrs Major Mortar......... Miss P. HORTON, 


Who will introduce a New Song, entitled 6 Morning & Evening. 
The Words by Mrs. MABERLY. 


MrsBookly,MissGROVE, LadySmart,MrsWOULDS 
Mrs Twankay, Mrs W.CLIFFORD, 
MrTiffin Twankay ....... Mr T.F. MATHEWS, 
Hon. Mr Derby, Mr F. VINING, 

Sir Charles Lavender........ Mr J. WEBSTER, 
Major Mortar, Mr STRICKLAND, 

Captain Fitzsmyth .............. Mr OXBERRY, ' 
Mr Narcissus Bookly, MrWORRELL. 
Flammer, Mr D. REES, Fricandeau, Mr CLARK, 
re és sanaeiiiate Mrs F. MATTHEWS. 


To conclude with, POOLE'’S popular Farce of 


A Nabob for an Hour. 


Mr Frampton, Mr JOHN WEBSTER, 
Dick Dumpy, .....0...0... . Mr DAVID KEES, 
Sam Hobbs, Mr STRICKLAND, 
Miss Emma Leslie ............-. Miss CHARLES, | 
Nanny Scraggs. Mrs F. MATTHEWS. } 


Printed and Published, every Morning, by E. & J. Tuomas, Exeter Street, 
Strand.—All Letters to be post paid.— Printing in General. 
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